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PRESIDENT'S LETTER 


The Secretary is calling for abstracts of papers t6 be given at St. Louis.” 

That challenges each member: First, to plan to go; second, to have something to say. 
Some will answer - the investigation is not compléted: True - but will it ever be 
Completed? It is well for you and me to stop - look over what we have done in the 
past year, abstract what We think we have done aid if it represents real progress, 
place a descriptivé caption upon it and pass it over for the reSt of the Sociéty of 
American Bacteriologists to think about. Whatever clse you do or don't do, come and 
help make this a great meeting. 

Cherles Thom 

President 
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ANNUAL WEETING 


The next annual meeting of the Society will be held December 27, 28, and 29 in 
St. Louis, hiissouri. Headquarters will be located at the Hotel Jefferson, and the 
scientific sessions will also take place there. Dr. Jacob Bronfenbrenner is 
Chairman of arrangements, and all matters oe arrangements should go through 
his office, Washington University, St. Louis, Itissouri. Dr. li. S. Fleisher, 20 North 
Kingshighway Boulevard, St. Louis, Missouri, is in charge of publicity. Dre Le Ae 
Julianelle, Washington University, has charze of rooms and hotels, and it is under- 
stood that graduate students might be accommodated at dormitories for 91.00. Flat 
rates et tho Hotel will amount to $2.50 and $3.00. Mrs. Helen Ne Moore, 1528 South 
Kingshighway is in cherge of the Ladies Conmittce. Dr. G. F. Roddish, Lambert 
Pharmeccutical Company, St. Louis, Missouri, will be in charge of ex sxhibits. 


There have bcen many cnd long discussions regarding the Sundey mecting of the 
Society, ond the drift of opinions collected by the Progr:m Committee has been 
tovierd the above actes. Possibly this cnnouncement should have been worded "the 
Program Committce regrets", for they state in a letter to the Secretary-Treasurcr 
“although we shall be criticized for what we con not we have ccarnestly 
sought for some other wey out of our predicanent." 


Papers to be Presented at the Meoting 


November 1 is the due-dete for cbstracts of papers to be prescntcd ct the 
St. Louis meeting. Plicasc use the enclosed form when submitting titles ond cbdstracts 
of papers to the Program Committce. Instructious given on the revere: side of the 
blenk should be followed with cere to insure your satisfaction with the — ab- 
stract, as well as to help the Progren Cor amittec Chairman, Dr. G. P. Berry 
University of Rochester, Rochester, New York. 


DUES AND BaLLOTS 


Stctoments of 1941 ducs will be issucd ct the tins the October bellots are dis- 
tributed. Although your lest payment docs not expire until December, an carly 
response to this ‘notice will greatly relieve congestion in the offices of the 
publishers es Well as in thet or the Scerctery-Treesurer. Furthermore, it will 
insure your prompt reccipt of the JOURNAL OF BACTERIOLOGY and BACTERIOLOGICAL 
REVIEWS for 1941. Wo shcll very auch cpprecicte your cooperction. 


THIAD INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF MICROBIOLOGY 


We acknowledged receipt of a check on August 27, 1940, in the amount of 2500.00 
representing the repayment of the sum originally advanced by "the Society of American 
Bacteriologists to the Third International Congress of Microbiology. It seems 
probable that the Society may receive some additional funds when the affairs of the 
Third Internetional Congress are closed. 


fhe Executive Committee of the Congress presented to Dr. Thomas li. Rivers, 
President of tho Congress, a copy of the Freceedings which was bound in blue goat's 
skin, and makes ec. very cttractive volumo. In his letter, quoted here, to the 
Secretaery-Trecsurcr, Dr. Rivers expresses his foclings: 


"One day last weck Dr. Dewson end Dr. Goodnor appeered in my office rether 
unexpectedly and without a Word bogean to unwrap < packege. After they had been un- 
Wrapping for cbout five minutos I begen to think that perhaps thoy had brought mo a 
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piece of jewelry. When the last wrapping came off I saw something thet Was more 
valuable than any jewel, a token of respect and friendship to me from the Executive 
Committee of the Third International Congress for Microbiology. The volume is 
beautiful; the binding is one that I like to look at and feel, inasmuch as 1 an 
foolish about books and beautiful bindings. 


"The only objection I have to this gift is that it emphasizes unduly my impor- 
tance in the running of the Congress. After all its success was due not to the 
activities of one man but to those of many. In my opinion the Executive Committee, 
the Conveners, the Secretary and the Treasurer really made the Congress successful. 
I wes only one of many and all the rest of you should have received a volume sim- 
ilar to mince. 


Thomas Mi. Rivers." 


SYMPOSIUL. ON HYDROBLOLOGY 


4& Symposium on Hydrobiology was held at the University of Wisconsin on September 
5, 6, and 7. The gathering which was attended by many Society members was a large 
one, and over forty papers were given, discussing the history, geology, physics, 
chemistry, bacteriology, botany, and zoology of bodies of water in all parts of the 
world. 


CONFERENCES ON SCIENCE, PHILOSOFHY, AND ReLIGION 


4& Conference on Science, Philoscphy, and Religion in their Relation to the 
Democratic Way of Life was held at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, New 
York City, on September 9, 10, and ll. Dr. Jean Broadhurst, Columbia University, 
New York City, was invited to represent the Society at this meeting, and Will make a 
report presently. 


SUBSCRIPTION SITUATION 


Mr. 2. S. Gill of the Williams and Wilkins Company writes, "Just to keop you in- 
formed on the subscription situation, the number of paid subscribers as for the June 
issue Was 2185 as compared with 2201 in 1939. Our loss is still, of course, in the 
foreign subscribors that we didn't gct this ycar. Tho domestic renewals have come in 
vory beautifully. We are making a last try on the belated non-member renewals, and 
I am gretified to observe thet there ere only about 25." 


BACTERIOLOGICAL 2eVIEWS 


In e& letter to the Secretary-Treasurecr, the Editor Dr. Barnett Cohen stetes, 
"Publicetion of BACTERIOLOGICAL REVIEWS hes been lagging solely because cuthors heave 
been slow in coming ccross. There has been one withdrawal, ce Conadicn, (war emer- 
gency) but thet is belenced by an unsolicited menuscript from Englend. Taken in all, 
the cditoricl situation for BACTERIOLOGICAL 2&EVIEWS is annoying rcther then dis- 
courc.ging. wo now have all copy for the June number cnd one-helf for the September 
number. We hive renewcd promises for four menuscripts within sixty dcys. Vo mey bo 
out of the woods by the end of the yecr. I give you these facts to meet inquirics, 
if cny. Of course, we heave been working towerd the ultimate climinction of situa- 
tions such cs this." 


Barnett Cohen, Editor 
BACTERIOLOGICAL REVIEWS 
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BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS 


The loss of foreign subscriptions due to conditions abroad is making the situa- 
tion of BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS extremely difficult. Last year the group in charge of 
BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS had succeeded in balancing the budget, and at the same time had 
brought about many improvements. At that time it appeared that BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS 
was safely on the road to success. Now, the Trustees of BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS find 
themselves in a very critical situation, due to circumstances over which they have 
no control. 


4n emergency Finance Committee has been appointed to make every effort to handle 
the situation. This Finance Cormittee is composed of Dr. I. L. Baldwin, Dr. A. J. 
Carlson, Dr. R. E. Coker, Dr. John E. Flym, Dr. George W. Hunter, III, Dr. William 
J. Robbins, and Dr. Edmund W. Sinnott. A number of possible solutions have been con- 
sidered, and are being examined in detail. There are hopes that some of these may 
sorve to tide BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS over the present critical situation. 


In the meantime cvory biologist should feel a personal responsibility with 
respcct to BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS. Foreign abstract journals have in many instcncés 
ceased publication, in other instances it is clmost impossible to set shipment to 
this country. It seems probable that many of the forcign abstrect journals will . 
never cgzcin be able to do on offective job of cbstrccting biologiccl journals for 
many years to come. This makes acute the need for an American abstracting journal. 
I believe that if each of us Would subscribe to a section of the abstract in which 
we are interested, instead of depending; on library copies, it will enable 
3IOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS to “weather the storm." 


Included below is a subscription blank, and I urge that any who have not pre- 
viously subscribed to Section C do so at once. Remember that members of the Society 
of American Bacteriologists are entitled to a subscription to Section C for y4.00 
instead of the regular {5.00 charged to non-members. 


I. Le Baldwin 
Secretary-Treasurer 


To be sent directly to: 


BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS 
University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, Ponnsylvania 
Gentlemen: 
Enclosed is my check in the amount of ¥5.00* for my subscription to Section C 


(ABSTRACTS OF MICROBIOLOGY, DLMUNOLCGY, AND PARASITOLOGY) of BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS. 


Signed: 


Address: 


*94.00 to paid-up active mombérs of the 
Socicty of Amcrican Bactcriologists. 
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ASSOCIATE MELSERS 


It is very likely that the Associate Members of the Society Wiil be sent the 
next issue of the News Letter, or that issued in January after the Annual heeting; 
perhavs, too, they may receive both issues. The object is to let more bacteriolo- 
gists know what the Society is doing for its members, and to increase our membership. 


REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COLMITTEE 
(Repeat) 
Dre J. lij Sherman, Chairman, and his Committee, Dr. P. F. Clark and Dr. A. T. 
Henrici, submit the following candidates for the 1941 officers of the Scciety: 


President: O. T. avery 


Vice President: J. H. hiuellor 
E. Schultz 
S. As waksman 


Secretary-Treasurer: I. L. Saldwin 


councilors-at-large: K. L. Burdon 
I. il. Lewis 
D. S. Martin 
E. G. D. imrray 


Active mombers may makc additional nominations. To be valid, however, such nom- 
inations must be presented over the signaturcs of ton active mombers and be reccived 
by the Secretary at lcast seventy days before the next annual meeting. (Constitution 
Article V, Section 4.) 


BOO: REVIEWS 


GENERAL BACTERICLOGY. D. B. Swingzle. D. Van Nostrand Company, Inc., New York, New 
York. (1940) 313 pages. $3.00 


The title "General Bacteriology" aptly describes the nature of this text book, 
which also considers yeasts, molds, virusés, bacteriophage and the Hickettsias. The 
topics discussed include history, morphology, classification, methods, physiology, 
applications, and the action and importance of microorganisms in nature. Sufficient 
consideration is given to the role of microorganisms in disease and immunity to ac- 
quaint the student with this branch of the subject. The text is well illustrated 
With drawing;ss and photographs. A comprehensive list of review questions and a glos- 
sary of technical terms are included and should prove to be valuable aids in study. 
The text may be uséd effectively by students having only a background of general 
chemistry, sinco formulas ond equations ere reduced to a minimum. The material cov- 
ered should satisfy the requiremonts of students who will not continte with moré 
advanced work, wWhilc, at the samc time, it lays a sound feundction for those who wish 
to continue in bactcriolosy or c related ficld. 


Ae luarten 


MICROBES BY THE MILLION. Hugh Nicol. Penquin Books, Limited, Harmondsworth, 
Middlesex, England. (1939) 247 pegos. 2.00 


This inexpensive, paper-bound book is a member of the English “Pclicen Special” 
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series intended for popular sale iu larse editions. 


Dr. Nicol, who is connected with the Réthamsted Experimental Station, treats 
the subject of bacteriology in a conversational manner from the everyday point of 
view, emphasizing especially soil and household microbiology. In his introductory 
chapter he states as his chief method of approach the consideration of bacteria as 
populations rather than as individuals, since it is by their great numbers that mi- 
crobes influence our lives. A few chapter headings will illustrate the subject mat- 
tér and stylé of the book: The Puzzle of the Heated Haystack, Counting the Millions, 
No-bacteriology, Bad to Be Good (fermented foods), Microbial Associations and 
Successions. 


A half-dozen experiménts aré sugzested which may be carried out in any kitchen. 
These includé the making of Azotobacter plaques, milk decomposition, activity of 
yeast from common foods, and others. 


The book concludes with a forty-five page appendix in which 4re discussed such 
miscelleneous topics as the fungi of “fairy rings", microbes and optical activity of 
chemical compounds, the "miraculous bacillus", microdes as sources of perfumes, 
drugs, dyes, and food. 


To the layman, and dcubtless also to many Bectoriologists (to such an extent 
hes speciclizetion invaded the science), this book will give & decidedly different 
look et bacteriology than the one so commonly emphasized in popular books. By com- 
pletely neglecting pathez;enic bacteria, Dr. Nicol hes stressed the usefulness to man 
of many kinds of microorganisms, ca conccpt well worth developing. 


Philip L. Carpenter 


THE MICROSCOPIC WORLD. Frenk Thonc. Julian Messner, Inc., New York, New York. 
(1940) 245 peges. $3.00 

This book is eight by ten end one-fourth inches by one and one-sixtcenth inchos, 
printed in large typé with broad mergins; it is casy receding ond reflects the ~ 
cuthor's many yeers of connection with Science Service in the skiilful use of non- 
technicel langucse to carry biologicel ideas to the popular reeder. 


In sowe of the chapters the material is Well selected and the presentation 
probably cs accurate cs is possible without using scientific terms. If the iaea in 
the cuthor's mind is scund, the recder is correctly guided. In the chapter on 
"Digestion", some concepts appecr to Rave becn fundamentclly misconcsived, the trecat- 
ment scems misloading. Other orrors occur, for cxemple: No becteriologist will 
agree thet the effluent of the soptic tenk is “ce gorm free liquid" and no Worker who 
hes ever handled Clostridiun botulinum will prctend thct "this bacillus Gcuscs no do- 
tectcble spoilage." Among biological curiosities introduced, some are not valid. 


The illustrctions crc half-toncs, poorly reproduced and give no idea of relative 
macnificction; on page ninety-threc, Hydre and Depnanis eppear in the same group of 
figures, but with no suggestion of relative size. 


Cherles Thom 


PATHOGENIC NICROORGANISMS. William H. Park and Anna Wi. Williams. Lea and Febiger, 
Philadelphia, Fennsylvania. (1959) llth Edition. 1056 pages. 8.00 


This book is familiar to all bdacteriologists who are concerned with medical 
bacteriology. Since this revision, Dr. Park has died and a biographical sketch of 
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him together with his picture may be found in the front of the book. This edition . 
contains a new chaptér on bacterial variation and another on the metabolism of 
bacteria. Sections on pathésenic yeasts and molds, the pathogenic protozoa and fil- 
terable viruses have been conpletely revised and re-written. lany prominent workers 
in special fields have helped in the revision and their names are mentioned in the 
preface. 


Soiwe of the pictures of apparatus are’ old and these apparatus are not usually 
seon in the modern bactcriological laboratory. There,has been a tondency to add a 
few scntcnecs rogardins fiow devolopments without integrating these changos in to the 
wholé subject matter. For instancc, the relationship of staphylococci to food 
poisoning is discussed in onc sentence. The recent epidemiological work on cocci- 
dioides is to be found in a single sentence at the end of tho discussion of this 
sub ject. 


Although somé of the newer goneric names are given for the grem negative 
intestinal group organisms, the syccific organisms are referred to in the téxt 
meterial under the goncric name "Bacillus." The more recént Work on the isolation of 
the gonococcus is not considered. In spite of theso and othcr omissions, the bodKk 
contains much valuable inform.tion for the medical student as well as the laboratory 
WOLPKGI 


Gail M. Dack 


STANDARD hic THODS OF THi DIVISION OF LADORATORIGS AUD RESEARCH OF THE NEW YORK STATE 
DEPARTLaNT CF HEALTH. & be. Vedsworth. Williaus Wilkins Company, Philadelphia, 
Penusylvania. (1959) 2nd Edition. 681 pases. $7.50 

The second edition of the "Stcndard Licthods" employed by the New York State 
public heaith laboratories follows the same general plan as tne first edition in 
settin, forth the methods in use in the various departments of the Division of 
Labcratories and Research; but includes some new meterial, chiefly in the form of 
recently adopted niethocs. There are, for example, a new quantitative technique for 
compleneént fixation tests; a revised colloidal gold test; directions for the Neufeld 
nethed of typing pneumococci; directions for the production, concéentraticn, and 
Staurcardization of therapeutic antisera; a’ short section on the determination 
of hydrogen ion concentration, and & bibliorranhy on quantitative ¢hemicel procedures. 
‘his Work is the only couprshecasive amorican publication in book form dealing cn- 
tircly with public health laboratory tcchnicués, end covering the ficld adequatoly. 
It will be found to de a valucble reference book. 


The section on "Nethods Used in the Antitoxin, Serum, cnd Vaccine Leboratorics" 
is cspccially useful sifec the materiel containcd therein is not to de found clsewham 
in such detailed and thorough, thouga concise, form. 


William D. Stovall 


SULFAXILALIDE OF BACTOULAL LIFECTION. Ralph 2. Mellon, Paul Gross, and Frank 
Be Cooper. Cherlcs C. Thomas, Sprin.ficld, Illinois. (1939) 395 peges. $4.00 

Ths volume is divided into four sections, cach decling with a specific topic. 
Section I is devoted to a conpléte review of the carlicr litcreture, and includes a 
list of cll the sulfcnilemide compounds which heve been used. In soction II the ~ 
euthoss give their own cxperincnts, including therapeutic results. Tho mochenism of 
cction is treated in Section III, while the fourth section is given over to a goneral 
discussion of chomothorspy. 


The first soction of the book will be of value to workers in the field of chemo- 
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therapy because of its complete review of the literature, and the list of sulfanila- 
mide compounds according to their activities. This section will probably give the 
volume its permanent value. 


The authors have studied the effect of sulfanilamide and its derivatives on the 
streptococci, pneumococci and Neisseria. In the main their results are in accord 
with those reported by other Workers. The reacer will be cntertaincd, perhaps not 
too impressed, by the éfforts of the authors to assign a numerical valuc to the fit- 
ness factor (ability t6 recaii temperature lost in ico watcr bath), and its corrcla- 
tian with rosistance to pnoumococci. The C-B index (the blood's capacity for 
producins bacterial stasis), liko the fitness factor, has also docu assignod a numer- 
ical valuc. Theo nunbér of ¢xpcrimcntal cnimdls used in determining those factors has 
not bcen sufficient to ve convincing. Reinforcement therapy with vitamins C and By 
is discussod. 

Throughout the volwice the authors have given rein to their love of theory and 
aptitude for literary flucncy. Thé book will be of intcrest and valuc to those cn- 
gased in sulfanilanide invostisgeations. 


Winford P. Larson 


A TEXTBOOK OF APPLIED MICROPIOLOGY AMD PaTHOLOGY. T. 3B. Rico. Tho Macmillan 
Company, Now York, Now Vor. (1939) 2nd Edition. 271 pages. $2.50 


TEATBOOK OF MICROBIOLOGY. k. L. Burdon. he Mecmillan Company, Now York, Now York. 
(1939) 2nd Edition. 636 pages. y2.75 

Bactcrioclocy is tought to so many differént groups of students and from so many 
Gifforcnt points of vicw that a multiplicity of textbooks is necessary to satisfy 
prese:.t dey necds. Especicily in tcaching nurses there is a wide divergcneo in 
methous’cnd cims. Soms schools teach by re¢itctions from a text, with little or no 
lesoratéry work, 6thors offer c course of collcgicte caliber with lectures and 

aberstory work not much less cxtonsive then cre prescnted to the medical or dental 
stuccnts. Some fecchcrs stress only tho appliod or practiccl cspects of the subject, 
others include considersble biologiccl metorial of great cultural veluc, but not at 
essenticl in the nurso's practical treining. 

“Yhese tvo Mecmillen books offcr c choice between the two cims in técaching nurses. 
Burdon's book (653 pages devotcd ontircly to microbiology) is planned for use in 
téecching c& a level considerebly Lishér then thet for which Rice's book (271 pages 
both bactcriology ond petholosy) was designed. might scy thet Burdon's 
book would be useful in educating nurses, Rice's in morcly trcining thon. 

Burdon's boox preserits an élémentary but adequate and accurate discussion of the 
aifferential chéracters of protozoa, funci, bactsria, rickéttsias and viruses; and of 
the metabolism of bacteria, of fermentation anc putrefaction, and of the nitrogen” 
cycle. These tovics are touched on but lishtly by rice. Loth books properly devote 
the sreatest space to such topics as sterilization and disinfection, infection and 
imiunity, and the various infcetious diséases, but here Rice's book is mich more” 
bric?, elementary, and dogmatic. Both boolkS present sections on laboratory methods, 
hore extensive in Burdon'ts. The Llaticr also includes as an anpenfdix, a formulary of 
Stains, reocents anc media, and an cxtensive list of refercncc works. 


“Bot: books are socond Gditions, considerably revised and brought up to date. 
Burdon has inercaséd his bonk by nearly a4 hundred pages duc in large part to a méré 
complete covera:s of the pathogenic microorganisms, including tho fungi and protozoc. 
Rice's toxt has becn cxtcnded by the addition of the scction on pethology. Burdon 
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includes a list of review questions at the end of each chapter. His book is inter- 
estingly illustrated by diagrams, drawings and photographs. The student who gains 
his first impressions of bacteria from Rice's large dramatic drawings must be con- 
siderably disappointed when he first views them through the microscopee Both bocks 
are well printed in large clear type. 


The reviewer considers Burdon's bodk to be an adequate and well-balanced text- 
Book for nurses which will probably also be very useful in teaching bacteriology to 
others, sich as general college students, if the teacher wisaes to lay the main em- 
phasis upon the modical applications of the subject.” The reviéwer deplores the kind 
of toachifig implied by Rice's book, but’for those who wish to 6r must teach” 
bactoriology in this way, this littlc book will undoubtedly prove satisfactory. 


Arthur T. Henrici 


TEXTBOOK OF PUBLIC HEALTH. Frazer and Stallybrass. Williams and Wilkins Company, 
Baltimore, Maryland. (1940) 10th Edition. 504 pages. 6.50 

The "Textbook of Public Health" by Frazer and Stallybrass is written for students in 
the English universities, who wish to become English health officers; it deals in a 
very practical manter with the stbject in relation to the English laws and regula- 
tions and it is from this point of view the book would find its principal use in the 
Americén library. The format is excellent as is also the information for its size™ 
and scope. Students should obtain a fundamental as well as a teéhnical knowledge of 
the’ subject and the health officer should find it a very handy book to refresh his 
memory. The presentetion conforms to procedurés in Great Britian and the broader 
aspects of public health administration and procedure that have been developed else- 
Where do not appear to be included in its scope. The fundamental importance of ~ 

of laboratory services is porheps not sufficiently emphasizcd - possibly taken for 
grented - but then all this may be attributed to English practice, doubtless illus- 
treated by relatively high mortalities in cortain diseases, such as diphtheria. , 


Approximatoly one-third of this textbook on public health is devoted to the 
general subject’ of sanitation, inGludifi¢ not only water supply cfd Seweagé treatment 
but clso such topics as véntilction, housing, climate, ond contrél of fodd supplics. 
A grect deal of information is given in these chapters in very concise form Criti- 
celly rcvicwed, however, the chapter on climate Contains much date of a clomentary 
neturé which takes space thet might be devoted to the public health cSpects of these 
environmentcl factors. Also, the chaptérs on weter is dévoted to an outline of 
technical enalytic procedure, informetion thct would be 6f interest only to thé 
onelyst and in turn there is ca lcss complete discussion of tho interpretation of 
results. In a book of this type it would scem that there is grect neéd for more com- 
plete diScussion of present trends in water tredtmont and setiage aiSposal. The 
chapter on plumbing is excéllent in itself although no mention is found of the public 
health menace résulting from intér-cdfinections between weter supplies and plumbing 
fixtures. Although the chapter on food control presents a wealth of important afd ~ 
valuable information, it would séem that c moro complete discussion of the control of 
milk supplics would be helpful to the heelth official. 


LOCAL BRANCH NEWS 


Kentucky 


The regular October Meeting of the Kentucky Branch will be held in Lexington, 
October 25, 1940. While the complete program has not, as yet, been arrangéd this 
program will include a scientific session te be held in the afternoon. We had an 
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excellent prégram and a good attendancé at the Louisville meetings in June. The exec- 
utive 4nd program committees solicit your cooperation in order that we may have an 
even more successful meeting in October. 


Re H. Weaver, Chairman 
Program Committee, hentucky Dranch 


Eastern New York 
In response to Doctor Thom's request, and as promiséd in my letter to you dated 
April 17, 1940, I wish to let you know that the Council of the Eastern New York 
Branch of the Socicty of American Bacteriologists has designated 
Dr. Albort H. Harris, 
Divisionof Laborétories and Rescarch, 
New York State Department of Health, 
Albany, New York 
to represent the local branch on the committee to conduct a memborship campaign in be- 
haif of the Parent Socicty. 
John K. Miller, Secretary-Treesurer 
Eastern Now York Branch 


NEWS ABOUT OUR 


Mr. S. C. Eeesch informed us of his change of uddvess as requested in the July 
News Letter, “ane also o states that he has been a bactericlofival chemist for the past 
yeer at the Publicker Commercial Alcohol Company, Philacsiphic, P ennsylvania. 

Dr. James A. United States Department of Arriculture, Seattle, Washincim, 
deliveréd the annual & adress of the Society of the Sisma Xi, on April 17 at Kanses 
State Céllege. The title of his address was "Scientific Basis of Frozen Food 
Technology.” 


Lr. Easil G. Bibby was Assistant Professor of Dentistry at the Univérsity of 
Roche ster, end is now Dean of Tufts College Dental School and Professor of Bacteriol- 
ogy in the Medicai and Dental School there. 

Dr. Charles bi. Carpéntor was elected President of tho Now York State Association 
of Public dealth Labora torics | at their last meeting. 


Dr. hichacl A. Farrell now heads the new Department of Bactcriolog, of the 
Pennsyl- ‘lvenie Stato College. On July 1, 1940 tho Board 6f Trustees of the Pennsylvcnia 
State Céllege granted derartmontcl ataben to whet was formerly a Division of 
Bacteriology in the Depertmont of Dairy Husbandry. 


Dr. Afthur T. Henrici is to direct an investigation at the University of 
Minnesota of the acidfast actinomycstes in relation to tuberculosis. A grant of 
$500.00 was approved to the University by the National Tuberculosis Association for 
this purpose. 


Dr. Nicholes Kopeloff has not left the New York State Psychiatric Institute, as 
Was announced in the July News Letter.” Although Dr. Kopeloff has become a full-time 
mémber of the staff of the University 6f Columbia, he also retains the former 
position as Principal Research Bacteriologist at the Psychiatric Institute. 
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Miss Elizabeth J. krauskopf has left thé staff of the University 6f Wisconsin 
to bécome a member of the Department of Biolosy at the University of South Carolina 
in Colunbia. 


Dr. H. C. Olson, formerly at Iowa State College, is now Professor of Dairy 
Manufacturing. at the Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College. 


br. A. J. Riker of the Plant Pathology Départment, University of Wisconsin, and 
Dr. P. W. ~Zinnerman, members of a committee for the study of cancer probleus and 
overgrowths in plents, visited the New York Botanicaél Garden in August to consult 
with the staff there on further activities of the committee. 


Dr. Harold R. Reames of the Department of Pathology at Washington University, 
St. Louis, nas been awarded the Howard Taylor Rickétts Prize of the University of 
Chicago. The award is in recognition of research 6n “local virus infection of the 
upper respiretory tract which provides immunity upon subsecuent exposure." 


Dr. W. D. Stovall; Director of the State Hysienic Laboratory of Wisconsin, re- 
ceived tho 1940 awerd of tho Wisconsin Stete Mediécl Socicty. The citétion read, 
in part, for “outstanding sorvico to tho sefience of medicinc, his follow physicians, 
end the public." 


Dr. Bernerd Witlin hes become < mémbor of the newly organized Berlin Leborator- 
ics at Philedelphic. “Dr. Witlin wes formerly instructor in bacteriology ct the 
Philadelphia College of Phermacy cnd Scicnce. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Sir Patrick Playfair Laidley 
1881 to 1940 


- 


Sir Patrick Laidlaw, hedd of the Department of Experimental Pathology and Deputy 
Director of the British National Institute for Medical Research died in his sleep on 
Larch 19, 1940 in his 59th year. 

After graduation from St. John's Collége, Cambridge, Laidlaw continued his 
medical education at Guy's Hospital and took the Cambridge B. Ch. degree in I907. “A 
few years as demonstrator in physiology at Guy's, preceded his important association 
with H. H. Dale as a member of the staff of the Wellcome Physiological Research 
Laboratories. ‘Many pharmacological papers including the classical study on histamine 
in collaboration with Dale came from his efforts during this period. 

From 1914 to 1922 he océupied the Sir William Dunn chair in pathology at Guy's. 
His shy, sensitive disposition, his increcsing lameness because of ean eerly attack of 
Ppoliomyélitis and his distress over tlhe war in which two dearly loved brothers fell 
in action, made his teaching duties more burdensome and less a source of happiness 
than his investigations, but these years gave him broad expefience in the medical 
sciencées, which made him invaluable as a friendly critic. Soon after the establish- 
ment of the National Institute for Medical Research at Hampstead he was called there 
(1922) to aid in the study of the baffling problems presented by thé filterable ~ 
viruses. His successful work with Dunkin, if the transmission of dog distemper to 
ferrets, continuing step by step with the proof thet the agent is a filtcrable virus, 
that successful immunization Gan be produced with formolizad vaéccincs end that immuno 
serum hes dofinitc value, is oné of the outstanding contributions in tho virus fiold. 
Again, in 19335, an achievement of highest valuc wes given to the world when Dr. 
Laidlew with Wilson Smith and C. H. Andrewes successfully trconsmittod humen influenze 
to forrots. 
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Increasingly heavy aduinistrative duties tore him away from the work he loved; 
his last publication, the Rede le¢ture at Cambridge on Virus Diseases and Viruses 
gives evidénce, however, of his cofitinued interest in the field he so much enriched 
and his broadly philosophic point of view. 

~ We regret the passing of one of our most distinguished correspdnding mémbers, a 
recosnized leader in the medical scienées and a rare spirit in a troubled world. His 
neane Will long be held in grateful momory. 


Paul F. Clark 
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Dr. Hans Zinsser 
November 17, 1878 to September 4, 1940 


On September 4 we heard about the death of one of our most distinguished members, 
Dr. Hans Zinsser. Like his name his life was short--shorter than we would have hoped 
it to be; but his large accomplishmonts, and his vérsatile, dynamic, and inspiring 
personality will forever be remembered by thosé who kmew him and still share his 
achievements, namely, the vaccine against the organisms that cause typhus. 


Dr. Zinsser the author, teacher, philospher, and one of the féremost bacteriol- 
ogists and scientific investisators of his time held many high honors and was 4° 
member of many socicties; inéluded among these, afd for many years, he was one of 
us--a member of the Socicty of American Bacteriologists. 

He was graduatod from Columbia University in 1899 with the dégree of A. Be Two 
degreés weré granted him in 19035; that of Mi. D. From the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, Columbia, and M. a. From Columbia Univefsity. After serving his intern6-" 
ship at Roosevélt Hospital, New York, from 1905 to 1905, he held numerous bacterio- 
logical positions; boginning his carcer in this same hospital. Then at St. Luke's 
HoSpital hé was assistant pathologist; and at Leland Stanford University, after & 
short period es aSsociatc professor, he beéame full professor of bacteriology from 
1910 to 1915. From 1913 to 1923 he was professor of bacteriology aid immnology ct 
Harverd Médical School, Boston, in 19235, and Charles Wilder Professor of bacteriology 
ond immunology in 1935. 

Honorary degrees of Doctor of Science were bestowed frequently upon him; first, 
Columbia University in 1929; Western Reserve University in 1931; Lehigh in 1955; and 
both Harvard and Yale in 1939. 

Like our praises which oré meny, 30, too, wéré his positions ct the timo of his 
death.” He wes ct thet time prefessor of bacteriology cnd immunology at Harvard, 
chief of béctcriologsicel services of the Chiléren's Infants Hospitcl, consultant 
in bactoriology at the Peter Bent Srighcm Hospital, end a trustee of tho Liassc.chusotts 
Genorcl Hospitel. 


Wo deoply regret his death, because he wes Dr. HANS ZDNSSER. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESSES 


“Chanzes of addresses for the past year will be publishéd in the next News Letter. 
If you heve changed your address recently, please let us know, and, also, we Will be 
glad to be itiformed of the flew address of the following members: Jean Christopher, 
Rigney D'Aunoy, Helen Johnson, Allen Kk. Krause, Newton W. Larkun, Harriette D. Vera, 
and Ona Whitley. JOURNALS and News Letters addressed to them have been returned. 
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